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An article important to West American malacology by 
Gould appeared in the Boston Journal of Natural History 
in 1853. There has been question about the date of pub¬ 
lication of the 32 species described in this article, 18 of 
the 50 species discussed having been validated in Gould, 
1851. 

This paper appeared in the third issue of the Journal 
(article no. XXIV: pp. 374 - 408; pits. 14-16). Internal 
evidence (an 1853 date on the issue cover; October 1853 
signature dates at the bottoms of pp. 377, 385, 393, and 
401; and a January 17, 1853, writing date at the end of 
the previous article) require that it be dated October 
1853. 

Copies in the United States National Museum and the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia indicate 
that this work was also issued separately. The printing 
was from the original article, but the title was reset 
without the article number, and the pages were renum¬ 
bered. There are no signature indications with dates at 
the bottom of pages; there is no indication of publisher 
or publication date. 

First mention of Gould’s paper was by Carpenter 
(1857: 225 -228), who evidently had only the separate 
and assumed that it had been published in 1855. Gould 
(1862), reviewing the article in his “Otia,” indicated 
that it had been published in April 1852. This date may 
have been taken in error from a previous signature date 
in the Journal and was probably responsible for the 
“April 1852” note on the National Museum copy and for 
Dall’s (1909:204) comment, “also issued in advance of 


the Journal, separately, April, 1852.” However, the fact 
that the separate is in the Journal type together with the 
fact that the previous Journal article was only completed 
in January 1853 indicate an 1852 date is unlikely. 

Thanks are extended to Drs. A. Myra Keen, Joseph 
Rosewater, and Robert Robertson, and to Mr. Richard I. 
Johnson for their help in working out this matter. 
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